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Ladies and Gentleman, 

My name is Melissa Techentin, I am President of the Southeastern District Police Community Relations Council and MD/DC Chair for High Intense Drug Trafficking Area, (H.I.D.T.A) 

I would like to thank you for this opportunity to speak with you today concerning the police arrest practices and how they have impacted our neighborhoods and community. The details that I will provide are based on both personal experiences as well as incidents that have been stated directly to me from people who live and work in the Southeastern District since I became involved with community activism. 

Five years ago, my husband and I purchased a home on Dundalk Avenue. One of the primary reasons that we looked in the area called Graceland Park was based on my teen-age memories when I worked at the old Unity Hall on Dundalk Avenue. The area was quite and peaceful, which gave one the impression that the neighborhood was more like the county but was still in the city. Prior to purchasing this house, we drove around the area and observed signs of a stable environment or so we thought.  

Shortly after moving into our home, to our horror, my family and I started to notice a ‘parade’ of individuals who were prostituting along our main street - which is on the city side.  It was unnerving enough to watch as women flagged down men driving along our main avenue, hopped in different vehicles only to return 30 or 45 minutes later to repeat the same pattern of behavior over an over again. It was obvious that these women were not just ‘hitching’ a ride. Some of  ‘johns’ were brazen enough after picking up these women to park their cars and engage in the sexual acts on our side street which only 30 feet from our view.  Explicit details do not have to be provided for one to gain a sense of what we witnessed on more then one occasion.  Our neighborhood was inundated with this so-called ‘victimless’ crime. There is no exaggeration when I state that this activity could be seen regardless of the time of day. Rests assure that the outrage that people feel when they witness quality of life crimes leave one feeling emotionally violated and they are the ones with no rights.  It was only years later that I found out that our district is on several national web site posted for men that provide information to hunt down prostitutes because the prices cheap and they ‘work’ independently free from pimps. This is one of the reasons that our district is targeted. 

Of course the first comment that people make when they see any criminal activity is, “Where are the police? Why are they not doing anything? Followed with another comment, “ I blame the politicians for this, criminals have more rights then we do”. It is easy to point the finger at any one group. 

The police responded to the anger of our community not just my area, but also the surrounding Patterson Park neighborhoods. Initiatives have been taken under the direction of past and current Commanders of the Southeastern District to utilize the SE Vice Unit that focuses on making arrests under the Baltimore City Ordinance for Purpose of Solicitation. (I have taken the liberty of attaching these ordinances along with my statement.) This is one of the tools that the police have to combat this specific problem; but in many cases the Court Commissioner or State’s Attorney’s Office both have dismissed the charges after the arrests are made. Both parties do not take the City Ordinances seriously even thought the criteria has been met to make the arrest. These criteria must have three factors to make an arrest; a known prostitution area, a known prostitute, and the ‘act for the purpose of’ solicitation is observed and continues after a warning has been issued by a police officer but is ignored. 

Prostitution of course is only one issue that our police work on. Because of their dedication and diligence they have made the most visibly positive changes to our communities.  Areas that were once plagued with a procession of people either seeking a pick-up or desire to be picked up, can now be seen as a place were community members enjoy walking their dogs, women push baby carriages, or children play outside of their homes again. The bottom line is that people are not willing to have their neighborhoods decay under the thumb of crime. Prostitution is one the most obvious signs that a community has serious issues; it sends a clear message stating that an area is unstable. Needless to say, prostitution fuels drug trafficking.

It is my hope that in the upcoming session that we as a State can follow suits to address the prostitution issue, similar to what other states have done. Other cities such as Norfolk, VA., Hollywood CA, and Buffalo, N.Y., have all worked on quality of life issues and have had great success because of the cooperative efforts of the police who are supported by the community, Legislators, Court Commissioners and Judges alike. 

Police arrests are only one component to addressing the negative social problems. This would of course include the directives to focus on the drug addiction problem with more comprehensive programs such as the one that Judge Charlotte Cooksey tried to implement for incarcerated women who are serving time for solicitation. Additionally, stronger messages need to be to put in place that charges ‘johns’ with stiffer fines and impound their vehicles. The act of prostitution is still illegal and needs to be treated in that fashion. We need to address this matter as citywide problem and not just in the areas were the communities have yelled the loudest. 

It is also my opinion that Baltimore City is in its Renaissance Period. However, if we do not work collectively on supporting our police’s efforts, our City could very easily return to the Middle Ages. Businesses and individuals will not want to continue investing in a city where crime over shadows projects towards improvement. We need to also protect groups of people who live in areas where crime out weights the people’s right to live well. This should hold true for all people, in all neighborhoods. The police are the first line of defense and we have a duty to support them. Let us focus on the issues and how to resolve our problems. I thank you for your time and look forward to working with you in the future. 

Best Regards, 

Melissa Techentin, President

Southeastern District Police Community Relations Council 

Chair, MD/DC HIDTA

